
Psalm 94 

This psalm begins with a description of God as the one who avenges (or punishes).

Have you thought much about this aspect of God’s character?

What do you find hard in thinking of God as a God of vengeance? (as translated in the NRSV)

Is there anything you find good or positive about this aspect of God’s character?

(Perhaps some thoughts might depend on how we understand ‘vengeance’)

The Bible has more to say about this than is in this one psalm - but today we look at what is written here.

Read v1-3

1. What thoughts are going around in the psalmist’s head in these opening verses? 

Read v4-11

2. From v 4-7, what has stirred up the psalmist to call on God to take vengeance on the wicked?
3. Do you find that there situations that stir you up to call for justice/for the wicked to be called to account? How do you see God fitting into this desire?
4. How does the psalmist counter-attack the taunt of v7?
5. The premise of this counter-attack is accepting that God is the Creator. How do you think the psalmist might view sceptics today? (Ps 14:1 might give one indication.)
Read v12-23

6. Look through v12-19. 
Find all the ways the psalmist mentions that help him persevere when trouble and wickedness seem unrelenting.

(some of these are attitudes - patience, learning from God while waiting for God to act, confidence in God’s promises; then the intervention of God into his life with his love and comfort.)

7. V 20-23 Despite what may end up looking like normal circumstances, God does not accept them - the psalmist knows they cannot be allied with God. (v20-21). 
What confidence does he have at the end of his psalm? What do you think about his expression of such confidence?

8. Read 2 Tim 4:1-8. 
How does Paul encourage Timothy and himself in the face of hardship?  

(Notice here that he doesn’t shy away from how hard it will be for Timothy and has been for him. But the truth about God as the Judge gives him an eternal perspective for himself and for those who oppose God.)


