Psalm 73 – Praying our doubts 
(to be preached on 4 July)
Read v1. The opening verse is a statement of confidence in God’s goodness – to Israel and to the individual. (The expression ‘pure in heart’ means more than clean-minded – more like the one who is totally committed to God.)

What do you think causes people to doubt God’s goodness?

Read v2-14

This man is in a crisis of faith – as he expresses it in v2.

1. What has caused it?

2. What attitudes does he admit to in v3 and 13? (envy of the arrogant; his godliness has been a waste of time – he virtually says ‘what did I get out of it?)
3. Do you find his admission of these attitudes refreshing? What are more common reactions when doubting God’s goodness?

Read v15-20

4. From v15-16, what is the initial shift the man makes? (it’s a concern for others rather than an intellectual sorting out of the issue)

5. From v17-20, how does he go on to get greater clarity?

Read v21-28

It would be hard to find a greater expression of a true response to God than we have here.

He begins in v21-22 with a deeper sense of repentance.

6. What do you see going on in the man’s heart in the remainder of this section – v23-28

Give everyone a moment in silence to read through this section again on their own.

Conclusion

How do you think this psalm helps us ‘pray our doubts’?

