Bible Study       Hebrews 9

Hebrews 9:1-10:18 form one unit but we will be breaking it into 2 weeks.

1. Imagine being a member of this 1st century house church and you were considering returning to Judaism. As you think about what God had done through Moses, what reminders of your Jewish faith might come to mind?

After people make some suggestions, read Hebrews 9:1-7 – What was so important about these things?

(reminders of God’s presence with his people; reminders of rescue from Egypt, of God’s law being given, of God’s provision to have sins repeatedly forgiven; that God dwelt among his people and wanted them to draw near.)

2. Now think again how elaborate and repetitive the whole system was – 
      read Heb 9:8-10 and 10:1-4.

a. What might be the appeal of this system if you were thinking of returning to Judaism?

b. How is it defective?

3. The writer now goes on to look at Christ and what he has achieved. Read Heb 9:11-14

a. from these verses, find all the things that Christ has done.

b. How is Christ superior to the first covenant?

4. Optional - Read these verses if time or just summarise them. In v16-22 the way the first covenant is put into effect is explained. Firstly, for a will to take effect, the person who has made the will must die (ie to have shed their blood) Secondly, a covenant is like a will – it is an agreement. It too was put into effect by the shedding of blood – the blood of calves. Verse 22 concludes that ‘without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness’ ie it costs dearly for forgiveness to take place.

5. Read Heb 9:23-28

a. from these verses, how is Christ superior to the old covenant?

b. How does the writer emphasise that Christ’s death on the cross was the completely sufficient sacrifice for our sins?

6. Wrapping things up - 

a If you were reading this letter in a 1st century church, what would convince you not to return to Judaism but to stay committed to Jesus?

b. How does this chapter help you understand the significance of Christ’s death on the cross?

(It might be enough to just look at one of the questions in no.6 to bring out the significance of the chapter to people.)

