Hebrews 11
Bible study

In the women’s 20k walk at the Athens Olympics, Jane Saville who got the silver medal needed lots of encouragement after being disqualified in Sydney. Her husband, also an athlete, ran alongside calling encouragement from lots of vantage points. Then when she finished, and as each of the Australian walkers finished, they stood at the finish line, encouraging the next Australian walker as they drew near to the finish line.

A great picture for us as Christians – we have to run the race but we need lots of encouragement to keep going, especially when things are discouraging. And imagine having all those who’ve already finished, cheering us on to make it to the end.

Hebrews 11 presents a race – more like the 20k walk or the marathon – long and hard with lots of difficult patches. Lots of need for encouragement and refocusing along the way. This race is all about faith and trusting in God’s promises.

1. Faith is defined in Heb 11:1 and its importance is seen in Heb 11:6 – read both these verses. 

2. The writer now recalls lots of examples of people from Old Testament times who have run the race of faith – read Heb 12:1 – can you picture these people – its like you have just run into the main stadium and there they all are in the stands down near the finish line, urging you on – ‘its worth it, don’t give up’.

The two people the writer focuses on most are Abraham and Moses.

Read Heb 11: 1-19 – we’ll focus on Abraham

a. how did Abraham display his faith?

b. What was Abraham’s ultimate goal?

c. How did God show himself faithful to Abraham?

Read Heb 11: 20-31 

a. What examples here show a faith in God that stretches beyond a person’s own life? 

b. What examples of faith do you find most compelling – why?

3. If you have time you might like to read the next section – Heb 11: 32-38 – what is your response/reaction to this section? 

4. a. From the Bible who are the stand-out examples of people of faith for you?

b. Are there people you know or people you’ve read about that encourage you to persevere in your faith?

