Easter events – Entry into Jerusalem
Matt 21:1-17
(to be preached on 28.3.10)

The events of the coming week of Easter begin with this event. Easter week forms a time of celebration and solemn reflection for Jesus’ followers.

What was going on in this week that could impact so profoundly on so many people’s lives throughout the generations?

Let’s look more closely at both what Jesus saw himself doing and the reactions to him.

There are two scenes – the entry into Jerusalem and Jesus at the temple.

Read Matt 21: 1-11

Divide the group into 3 groups (if not enough people leave out the disciples)

Have one group be ‘Jesus’

Have one group be ‘the disciples’

Have one group be ‘the crowd’

Give each group some time on their own so look at the scene from their own perspective – for example they might think about - 

What are you doing in the scene?

Why are you behaving like this?

What do you make of what is happening around you?

What was your reaction at the end of this?

Tell the rest of the group what it was like for ‘you’ that day.

Did you gain anything from hearing the perspective of the others?

Read Matt 21: 12-17

Divide the group up again – this time one person might take on a group if the group is small.

Have one group be ‘Jesus’

Have one group be ‘the money changers’

Have one group be ‘the chief priests and teachers of the law’

Have one group be ‘the children’

Spend a few minutes trying to enter into what it was like for each of these groups on the day –

For example – 

What did you understand was happening?

How did you feel about what was happening?

Report back to the group.

Have any questions arisen for you out of these 2 episodes that you want to ask the group to discuss?

If you’d been there – what do you think would happen next?

You know what happened next – Good Friday. How does this fit with what Jesus is doing here?

