Deuteronomy 9:1-10:11  
Bible study 
(to be preached on May 24)

(the core of  this passage is 9:1-6; then 9:7-29 goes on to illustrate the sinfulness of the nation and Moses’ intercession for them; then in chapter 10 we have the re-making of the 2 tablets for the 10 commandments and the making of the ark to store them in. I think the sermon will focus on 9:1-6)

Introduction - 

Imagine listening to Moses’ sermon as you are standing on the brink of entering the Promised Land. 40 years of wandering through the desert are behind you. All the promises attached to the Promised Land are before you – just about to be had. 

What are some of the feelings you might experience, standing and listening at that moment in history?

Read Deut 9: 1-6

Whatever you might be feeling, you now hear these words from Moses’ lips.

a. How might you feel as you hear the description of the Anakites? V1-2

b. How might you feel as you hear the description of the Lord your God? V3
c. Why might v 4a pull you up short? Eg Why does Moses think it necessary to tell us that?

d. How would v4b-6 temper your self-confidence?

e. What do these words (in v1-6) tell you about the God you belong to?

The rest of the chapter is a reminder to the people that they are sinful and totally dependent on the grace and mercy of God. It is also an amazing section about the person of Moses and prayer.

Read Deut 9:7-29

1. v7 Never forget …. What are these people never to forget? 

2. How is God’s abhorrence of sin portrayed in these verses – note especially v13-14.

3. How does Moses express his outrage at what they’d done? (v15-21)
4. Re-read v25-29 – what are the main concerns of Moses as he comes before God in prayer? 

5. What challenges you about the heart of Moses as he prays?

6. Chapter 10 reads like a new start – new tablets, the ark, the journey goes on. What lessons would you hope the people had learnt from this episode of the golden calf?

Optional question

Read 10:10-11 in the light of 9: 25-29

There is a complex relationship going on here between God’s will and prayer.

Why do you think God decided not to destroy the people – as he said in 9:14?

