Deut 7.1-26
Bible study Week 4 (to be preached on May 10)
This is a pretty tough chapter! Election seems so unfair. 

Let’s start with some tough stuff.

Read Deut 7:1-6

1. What are the Israelites to do with the other nations when they enter the Promised Land?

2. How many reasons can you find in these verses for why they are to do this?

3. What is your reaction to this?

(I doubt anyone will be totally emotionally happy with this. A couple of things to remember – these nations are following other gods and doing evil. God is bringing his judgement to bear on them now rather than later. Also this was a time when nations/communities were seen as a collective – not the individualism we now experience. To punish would involve punishing all.)

Read Deut 7: 7-11

4. Why has God chosen this people?

5. What do these verses tell us about God?

6. Read 1 Cor 1: 26-31. Why do you think God acts like this?

Read Deut 7:12-16

God holds out to the people a promise of collective blessings. But it will only come as the live as his holy people.

7. What is the greatest danger God’s people face as they enter the Promised Land? (v16)

If you have time, Read Deut 7: 17-26

8. What should have given the people enormous confidence as they went into the Promised Land?

Conclusion 

Re-read v6. What were the chief honour and the chief responsibility in being God’s people.

Read 1 Peter 2:9-10. How do the honour and responsibilities spill over to God’s people in Christ?

