Matthew 1: 1-17
Bible Study
To be preached on 29.11.09
Why do you think people are interested in tracing their family tree?

Matthew begins his account of Jesus with a family tree – a genealogy.

This will tell us how Jesus is connected to the past and also something of what we can expect of him when he comes.

Read Matt 1:1

1. Why do you think Matthew highlights these two members of the family tree? – do you remember what promises were connected to these two men?

(If not, read Gen 12:1-3 and 2 Sam 7: 11b-16 – both these sets of promises had more immediate answers but they also looked forward to a greater fulfilment.)

Ask everyone to read through Matt 1: 2- 17 on their own – give them a piece of paper and have them write down the names of every person they recognise and in a second list the name of all the women mentioned in the genealogy.

2. Leaving the women to one side for the moment, what names did people know and what do you know about these people? Does this tell us anything we might expect of someone born from this family? 

3. Now name the women in the genealogy. Let’s look at each in turn.

a. Tamar. Does anyone know her story? If not, either read Gen 38 to yourselves and have someone summarise or tell them the story yourself. It is a long story! Why do you think Tamar could possibly be singled out to rate a mention in this genealogy? If unsure, take suggestions and wait till we see what other women are mentioned.

b. Rahab. What was her story? Joshua 2 – what was her nationality and what kind of woman was she?

c. Ruth What was her story? Look at the book of Ruth. What nationality is she and how does she get into the genealogy? (beginning of ch 1 and chapter 3)

d. Uriah’s wife – ie Bathsheba. What was her story? 2 Sam 11. What nationality is she and how does she get into the genealogy?

4. Why these women? - 

a. Why do you think just these 4 are mentioned of all the woman who could have been mentioned in this family tree?

b. What sort of woman might come along next? 

5. What historical event is highlighted in the genealogy? Can you think of any reason why?

(v12 and v17 – the exile. The genealogy has been structured around this event – it was common to leave out people to highlight certain features. Perhaps the great judgement of the people is brought to the fore – and that the only way to really release them from spiritual exile is the coming of the next king – the Christ. Note that the only other person actually named as king is King David – we go from the highpoint in Israel’s history to its lowest point.)

6. This is the backdrop to what we know as the Christmas story – beginning at v18. If you began reading Matthew’s gospel from Matt 1:1 with the knowledge you now have, what might you anticipate about Jesus?

