Isaiah 9:1-7
Bible study  
To be preached on 22.11.09

This is the first in ‘The Coming of the King’ series.

Its not an easy passage, so I’ve added some of the help I got from the commentary.

Today we look at one of the best-known prophecies of the birth of Jesus – perhaps because of Handel’s Messiah. Can anyone guess what it is?

The context 

The previous chapter speaks of God’s certain judgement on the northern kingdom of Israel. The people will be taken away by the Assyrians – read Isa 8: 22 to get a feel of the impending hopelessness.

Isa 8 begins with the stark contrast of God will do…nevertheless!

(Although these verses speak about events in the future, the certainty of faith portrays them either in the future or as though they have already happened.)

Read Isa 9: 1-7

Re-read v1-2

1. Where does the light dawn?

2. Considering the context of this chapter, why is this significant?

3. Does anyone recognise these verses from the NT? – Look at Matt 4:12-17.

4. What is Matthew telling us by quoting Isaiah?

(Most Jewish leaders assumed that any great leader would lead from Jerusalem. Jesus starts his ministry in the land of the shadow of death.)

Re-read v3-4 (Just tell this section if you think you might run out of time for the rest of the study)

What causes the rejoicing of v3


In v4?

(release from oppression)


In v5?

(the end of war)

In v6?

(the birth of an ideal ruler)

Re-read v6-7

We are introduced to the one who will be born to rule. He is given 4 names.

The first 2 names match the name given to him in Isa 7:14 – Immanuel – God with us.

The second 2 names describe what he will bring about.

What is Immanuel like as –(that is, what do these names convey?)

a. Wonderful Counsellor

(‘wonderful’ means something like supernatural. So here – he will have supernatural wisdom to impart and with which to make decisions.)

b. Almighty God

(Note that Isaiah highlights that this one is like God because he is God. He is almighty – a warrior who will liberate his people)

What do his other names tell us about the kind of rule he will bring in?

c. Everlasting Father

(In the OT ‘Father’ when used of God points to his care for the helpless and his care or discipline of his people – eg Ps 68:5; Ps 103: 13). Only God is everlasting so unlike the fluctuation of earthly rulers, there is total security in his reign.)

d. Prince of Peace

(There will be no more war. On a personal level peace means fulfilment, well-being, to know God’s favour. This one brings these benefits.)

Verse 7

From this verse, what are the key ideas about his rule?

(‘will increase’ ie will progressively occupy all space until he rules over all)

Optional

These verses in Isaiah raise the tension that Jesus challenges the Pharisees with – how can a son of David be Mighty God/Lord? See Matt 22: 41-46.

How is this tension resolved? Answer – the Christmas story!!

Concluding question

Are there aspects of this prophecy that fill your heart with joy and/or longing?

