The Good Samaritan
Luke 10:25-37 (to be preached on 21st March)

On 28th March, Australia celebrates Neighbour Day. 

As a church we would like to encourage everyone to take a step towards knowing their neighbours a bit more than they do now. Who knows what opportunities this might lead – to be a friendly face, to offer practical help, to be a listening ear, etc. To see the 28th March as a chance to connect in some way with our neighbours that might flow over into other times as well.

On the Sunday before we will be looking at Jesus’ story of the Good Samaritan.

Introduction

Explain to people about Neighbour Day. As a church we wanted to tap into this. …to pick up what Jesus says about loving your neighbour. So we will be thinking about it the weekend beforehand.

The meaning of a parable is usually highlighted by the context. This parable is no exception.

Does anyone remember what prompts Jesus to tell the parable of the Good Samaritan?

Read Luke 10: 25-28

1. Just looking at this exchange –


a. What do we learn about the man asking Jesus this question?

b. Do you think Jesus’ answer should have satisfied him? – why or why not?

2. Read v29 



a. what else does this verse tell us about this man?



b. what answer do you think would have satisfied this man? – try and place yourself into the situation of the time as you think about this.

3. What can you remember of the parable of the Good Samaritan – get as many details as you can.

Then read v29-35

a. Were there any details you missed out?

b. Imagine being the lawyer hearing this story for the first time. What phrases or parts of the story do you think would have been most striking to you – why?

(some things to note – v30 half-dead – this means the priest and Levi might have been contaminated if they touched a dead body – they didn’t risk this – they put their ceremonial duties above their duty as human beings – kept well away – passed by on the other side. I wonder if the man thought the first 2 did the right thing? The fact of the helper being a Samaritan would have jarred – we will see in v37 that the lawyer doesn’t even acknowledge this aspect about the man. The personal cost to the man – quite extravagant care is given – not just things to care for him but he does it himself as much as he can.)

c. What do you find most striking about the parable?

4. Read v 36-37

a. How do these verses show us Jesus’ intention in telling the parable?

b. Jesus says to the man virtually the same thing in v28 as he does in v37. What has changed for the man?

5. On Sunday at church, some services will have a brainstorming time to think of ways to meet our neighbours – why not start thinking now and see what you come up with?

Some questions to start you thinking -

a. How easy or hard is it where you live to meet neighbours?

b. What other situations are you in during the week where you could meet ‘neighbours’?

c. Is there a way/s you could reach out to someone in your world?

d. Are there people near you who need to be shown mercy?

